What Makes Musicf?
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Music is part of our daily lives. You hear it

everywhere, and it affects us in many ways. Music can
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o B express happiness, sadness, or anger. It can heal us. It
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- can encourage us. Music has the power to move people.
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i This power comes from the combination of rhythm, s
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RHYTHM

The rhythm of music is central to its power.
Rhythm holds a piece of music together. The djembe
music of West Africa illustrates this. Players beat their
djembes and produce three basic sounds. They combine
s the sounds to create a complex rhythm. They play the

rhythm again and again to make a piece of music.

® Djembes are commonly played at social events
like weddings and funerals. People dance and sing to
the djembe’s music. Rhythm brings music and people

0 together.
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MELODY

® Another powerful feature of music is melody. Key
and tempo are important parts of melody. Musicians
combine them to express feelings and emotions.

Let’s consider music by the Beatles. “She Loves
You” is in a major key and has a fast tempo, so it sounds s
happy. Meanwhile, “Yesterday” is in a minor key and has

a slow tempo. It sounds sad. Melody shares feelings and

emotions between the musicians and listeners.

INSTRUMENTS

Instruments are the tools to create rhythm and
melody. What comes to mind when you think of
instruments? Pianos? Violins? Trumpets? Nowadays,

even a computer can be an instrument.
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® With a computer, people can make music even if

they do not know how to play anything. First, choose the

key, tempo, and instrument. Then just tap on the virtual

instrument to play notes. You can do this with several

other instruments as well.

puts all the notes together,

After that, the computer

and you have a new piece of

music. The way of making music is changing with the

evolution of technology. With this new type of instrument,

everyone can create their own music.

With music, people

can come together, express

their feelings, and be creative. This is the power of music.
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Music has power to (
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